
REGION 9  – Planning Meeting 2 
 
November 10, 2010 
Central Alabama Regional Planning & Development Commission 
Alabama State University Center for Leadership and Public Policy 
10:00 
 
Meeting was opened by Nichole D’Andrea – established ground rules for discussion 
 
Nichole passed out notecards asking for three responses: 

1) why did you attend this meeting 
2) what do you think is important about broadband 
3) what is the number 1 broadband issue in your region 

 
Attendees did not need to identify themselves on these cards. 
 
Nichole introduced Jessica Dent, who explained her role as director of ConnectingALABAMA 
 
Opening comments from attendees: 
 
Nikita Dean – IT Montgomery Schools 
 Students have access at home (the need for computers at home) 
 
Larry Fisher – Public Safety - Montgomery 
 Elimination of multiple networks 
 
Mary Brumbry & Precious Brumbry – Emma Baldwin Foundation - Lowndes 
 Computers for students 
 
Debbie Rawlins – Rural and Public Health 

Health IT training partnerships between community colleges and four year institutions, ex. Wallace 
State and UAB are working to design a Health IT curriculum  

 
Morrisa Tuck - CARDCP 
 Education and awareness concerns for seniors and low income individuals 
 
Tom Ellison - Director of Health Records 
 Awareness 
 
Carla Watts – CEO Community Health 
 Better access to support Tele-Medicine 
  
Lou Aclichia – IT Director for Montgomery County 

Understand the need for sharing information, expansion of super-computer authority, inter–operable 
connectivity for all public safety agencies 

 
Dave Bryan – Sheriff’s Office 
 Connectivity for all cars and command centers 
 
 
Charlene Griffin - Medicade 
 Educate consumers, access for all health care providers, education for health care providers 



 
Liz Grouse – concerned citizen 
 Affordability, availability, more open provider relations (specifically future plans for build out)  
 
Kimberly Chambers – Elmore County Commission 
 Educate public regarding their role in pushing the issue 
 
Ken Hollingsworth 
 Transparency in state government, creation of a state office for technology 
 
 
There was discussion regarding the need for a dialog with institutions of higher education and the need to get 
Autauga county involved.  Following are the comments written on the cards: 
 
 Educate stake holders on the importance of broadband 
 Need for computers for all children 
 Awareness – info out to the public: 
  What is broadband? 
  What is my broadband capability? 
  Why do I need it? 
  What will it cost? 
  What do I need to do? 

Access to broadband to be able to do tele-medicine in rural areas. 
Health IT: 
 Education for providers and consumers 

Transfer of PH1 between regional and state wide intities will grow exponentially over the next 
few years as health reform looms. 

Access! Access! Access! 
Identify areas (industrial & business) where not available – also residential coverage 
Awareness  
Information sharing & availability 
Awareness Priority: 

Education/advertising campaign for low-income, rural, senior residents, along with specific 
advertising & education initiatives that targets families & parents about the importance of 
broadband and current opportunities for broadband use. 

 
Meeting drew to a close about 12:15 pm. Attendees and others on contact lists will be kept informed about 
when the next Planning Meeting will be held to begin defining the priorities discussed at this first Planning 
Meeting. 
 
 


